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Welcome to the BA Programme (Broad-based Admission) of
the Faculty of Arts, HKBU!
This Student Handbook contains information about the BA
programme, including the BA curriculum structure and study
schedule, and Minor programmes. You can also find a brief
introduction of the six Majors, the available Year 1 courses
offered, and the Faculty Academic Advising and Mentoring
Programmes. Please read the Handbook thoroughly so that
you may make the right choices when you select your courses
and Major programmes.
The Faculty of Arts implements a Broad-based admission
system, giving you more flexibility in choosing your Major.
Under the Broad-based Admission System, you will spend your
first year of study exploring different Arts disciplines. Then,
towards the end of your first year, you will choose the Major
you would like to study.
The Broad-based Admission System consists of six Major
programmes:
(1) Chinese Language and Literature
(2) Creative and Professional Writing
(3) English Language and Literature

SECTION 1
WHOLE PERSON EDUCATION @ HKBU
At HKBU, we aim to educate our students into Whole Persons. You will benefit from
academic studies, co-curricular and extra-curricular learning that are designed to help
you attain the University’s Graduate Attributes. Graduates of HKBU are expected to:

Be responsible citizens with an international
outlook and a sense of ethics and civility

Have up-to-date, in-depth knowledge of an
academic specialty, as well as a broad range of
cultural and general knowledge

Be independent, lifelong learners with an open
mind and an inquiring spirit

Have the necessary information literacy and
IT skills, as well as numerical and problemsolving skills, to function effectively in work and
everyday life

(4) Humanities
Be able to think critically and creatively
(5) Religion, Philosophy and Ethics
(6) Translation

PREFACE

Have trilingual and biliterate competence in
English and Chinese, and the ability to articulate
ideas clearly and coherently
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Be ready to serve, lead and work in a team, and
to pursue a healthy lifestyle

SECTION 1 / WHOLE PERSON EDUCATION @ HKBU

PREFACE
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SECTION 2
NEW PHASE OF LIFE AT HKBU
You are going to make a transition from secondary school to university,
which is challenging. At the beginning of the semester, your timetable will be
scheduled depending on what courses you are going to enroll in.
University professors are different from your secondary school class
teachers. They expect you to take primary responsibilities for your
study: submit your assignments on time, read your textbooks, and make
appointments to meet with Academic Advisors when you need help. You
should be proactive and look for resources that can help you with your
studies.

During Semester 2
•

Attend the Briefing on Major
Programme Assignment Exercise in
February.

•

Attend the mentoring activities if you
have not done so in Semester 1.

•

Prioritize the six Major programmes
via BUniPort in early March.

•

Indicate the priority of the Major
programmes again via BUniPort after
the academic results are released.

Here are some recommendations for your academic life in the Faculty of
Arts:

SECTION 2 / NEW PHASE OF LIFE AT HKBU

Before Semester 1
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•

Understand the framework of the
curriculum.

•

Take note of the information and
policies in the Calendar/Bulletin.
(Link: http://ar.hkbu.edu.hk/curr/
calendar_bulletin/)

•

•

Mark the important dates (e.g.,
add/drop period, exam period)
on your own calendar.
Figure out where your classes
are to be held and how long it
takes to get there.

During Semester 1
•

Attend the mentoring activities
organized by departments/programmes
and meet with a mentor at any one of
the activities.

•

Explore the six Major programmes
by visiting the Faculty and individual
department/programme websites,
or making an appointment with an
Academic Advisor if necessary.

•

Get familiarized with the criteria for
Major Programme Assignment Exercise.

•

Attend every class on time . Your attendance will be counted
towards your final grade.

•

Ask questions and participate in discussions in class.

•

Be aware of various kinds of deadlines: when to add or drop
classes, when to submit your course assignments, and when to
prioritize the six Major programmes.

•

Make sure you do not plagiarize when doing your assignments.

•

Make good use of the academic and student learning support
services provided by various academic / support units.

•

Check your BU email account regularly. The Dean’s Office will
send you important information about your studies by email.

•

Keep your contact details up to date. The University may use
your mobile phone number in an emergency. You can update
your address and phone number through the BUniPort.

•

Take the initiative to contact the Faculty Academic Advisors and/
or Mentors. Prepare a list of questions before each meeting with
your Advisor/Mentor.

•

Inform your Advisor/Mentor or the Dean’s Office if there are any
serious problems (medical, financial, personal or family) that
affect your studies.

SECTION 2 / NEW PHASE OF LIFE AT HKBU

Throughout Your First Year
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SECTION 3
PROGRAMME INFORMATION

Semester 1

Semester 2

GE University English I

GE University English II

3.1 Curriculum Structure

GE University Chinese

*GE Information Management Technology

The aims of a four-year undergraduate education are to broaden the scope of learning,
inspire creativity, and enrich students’ learning experiences. The goal is to prepare
graduates for the world of work and life-long learning.

*GE Values & the Meaning of Life

*GE History & Civilization

*GE Physical Education

*GE Numeracy

Free Elective 1

*GE Physical Education

Free Elective 2

Free Elective 3

U-Life

U-Life

With the availability of 30 units for free electives which aim to widen your academic
exposure and to encourage a free pursuit of academic interests, you can pursue one or
two Minor programmes, strengthen your Major, pursue a Double Major, or choose other
courses that suit your interests and needs for future careers or postgraduate studies.
The following shows the framework of the BA Programme:

* There are a number of courses offered in these categories. Please refer to the website of the GE Office for
details: http://www.hkbu.edu.hk/ge/

3.3 Year One Courses Offered by the Faculty of Arts
In your first year in the BA Programme, you may use some of the Free Elective units to
take a wide variety of courses in the Arts Faculty before choosing your Major at the end
of the first year. You may choose one or more courses listed below:
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Selected Readings in Classical Chinese Poetry

Through the reading and discussion of a selection of classical Chinese poetry, this course
is intended to cultivate students’ interest in classical Chinese poetry and enhance their
capabilities in reading, analysing, and composing classical poetry. Students are thereby
trained to achieve a higher goal in literary studies and in intellectual growth.  
*36 units of which must be at the upper level (i.e, level 3 or 4).

3.2 Year One Study Schedule
In Year 1, you are expected to explore different disciplines and broaden your horizons
before starting your Major programme of study in Year 2. In this connection, you are
going to take most of the General Education courses in Year 1. You may use your Free
Elective units (9 units in Year 1) to take courses from the Faculty of Arts or from other
Faculties/Schools/Academy.

CHIL1006

Selected Readings in Classical Chinese Prose

Through the reading and discussion of a selection of classical Chinese prose, this course
aims at improving students’ proficiency in reading Chinese classics and thereby enriching
their knowledge of classical literature. Students will be guided to understand and discuss
the art of classical Chinese prose, equip themselves with efficient reading strategy, and
enhance their analytical skills.

SECTION 3 / PROGRAMME INFORMATION

SECTION 3 / PROGRAMME INFORMATION

CHIL1005
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WRIT1005

Creativity: Theory and Practice

The course aims to help students acquire a systematic and up-to-date knowledge of the
meanings of creativity from theoretical and descriptive points of view, with experiential
learning that engages students in exploring their own creative potentialities and in
practical applications particularly in writing.

ENGL1005

English, Creativity, and Cultures

This course aims to examine the changing nature of language, and how creativity forms
and transforms English languages and cultures. It will question and challenge students’
perceptions of language, literature, and culture. This course reflects upon how creativity
plays a role in the production of literary and everyday texts, while laying a foundation for
additional linguistic and literary studies.

TRAN1005

Introduction to Translation

Translating is an excellent way to try life in another language. This course aims to give
students hands-on experience and a chance to find out more about translating. Through
a range of different learning activities, students will be introduced to basic translation
concepts and approaches to help them develop the ability to translate a variety of texts
between Chinese and English. Different aspects of translation as both art and profession
will be discussed to enable students to identify problems in translating, develop
appropriate strategies, reflect critically on their strategies, and enhance their awareness
of the dynamics of communication across languages.

3.4 Minor Programmes
You need 15 units to form a Minor. You may use your Free Elective units to pursue one to
two 15-unit Minor programme(s). You may choose any Minor programmes offered by any
Faculty/School/Academy.

HUMN1006

Introduction to the Humanities

SECTION 3 / PROGRAMME INFORMATION

This course is a general introduction to the Humanities by providing students with a
basic understanding of the Humanities as an area of study. This course delivers an
interdisciplinary and multi-perspective overview of cultural, political, philosophical,
and aesthetic factors critical to the formulation of human values and the historical
development of the individual and of society. Providing discussion of different themes and
disciplines in the Humanities such as literature, the arts, philosophy and cultural studies,
this course also introduces the relationship between the Humanities and the university as
an idea and an institution.
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RELI1005

Quest for Truth and Meaning

This is an introductory course in philosophy and religious studies for students with no
background knowledge. It begins by assisting students in discovering the quests for
truth and meaning in popular culture. After introducing some basic critical thinking skills,
this course guides students to explore and appreciate the multiple relationships between
philosophy, religious studies and various dimensions of human existence – individual
life, society, and civilization. Students will experience the joy and excitement of studying
philosophy and religious studies.

•

Chinese Language and Literature

•

Creative Writing

•

English Language and Literature

•

French Language

•

German Language

•

Humanities

•

Japanese Language

•

Philosophy

•

Religious Studies

•

Spanish Language

•

Theatre Studies

•

Translation

For more information about Minor programmes, including programme requirements,
application procedure and curriculum, please visit the website of the Academic Registry
below:
http://ar.hkbu.edu.hk/curr/ug_std/minor_prog/notes_taking_minor_prog/

SECTION 3 / PROGRAMME INFORMATION

The Faculty of Arts offers the following Minor programmes:
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3.5 University Life (U-Life) for Graduation
In order to prepare for the new life in HKBU, you have to complete University Life (U-Life)
as a GE requirement for graduation. The course code is ULIF 1008-9.
The U-Life requirements are as follows:
(1) 3 University Life Orientation Workshops
(2) At least 8 Co-curricular Learning items
(3) Academic Integrity Online Tutorial (see Section 3.6 below for details)
(Website: http://ge.hkbu.edu.hk/ge-programme/ulife/)

3.6 Avoiding Plagiarism
You have to work through the Academic Integrity Online Tutorial (refer to Section 3.5),
complete the quiz with a score of at least 80%, and make a declaration on or before
May 31, 2018.
If you fail to complete this online tutorial before the deadline, you may be barred from
access to course grades, or enrolling for courses.
(Website: http://ar.hkbu.edu.hk/curr/avoid_plagiarism/)

SECTION 4
FACULTY ACADEMIC ADVISING &
MENTORING
4.1 Academic Advising
The Faculty of Arts offers academic advising service for all Year 1 students in the BA
Programme (Broad-based Admission). If you need additional information concerning the
choice of courses, the selection of Majors, or other academic matters, you can make an
appointment at the Dean’s Office, by phone 3411-5860 or via e-mail artsug@hkbu.edu.hk in
advance to meet one of the following Academic Advisors.
1. Dr. Chung Ching Hong, Department of Chinese Language and Literature
2. Prof. Terry Yip, Department of English Language and Literature
3. Prof. Lo Kwai Cheung, Department of Humanities and Creative Writing
4. Dr. Ellen Zhang, Department of Religion and Philosophy

4.2 Guidelines for making an appointment to see Faculty Academic
Advisors

SECTION 3 / PROGRAMME INFORMATION

You are encouraged to take the initiative to seek academic advice from Academic
Advisors. Please prepare for the meeting with a list of questions.
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1. Contact Ms. Scarlett Chan, Faculty Advising Coordinator (e-mail: artsug@hkbu.edu.hk or
phone: 3411-5860), to schedule an appointment with a Faculty Academic Advisor
whenever assistance is needed.
2. Please do not email/call the Advisors directly. Advisors will not meet students without
prior appointment arranged by the Dean’s Office.
3. If you cannot attend the scheduled meeting, you should inform Ms. Scarlett Chan at
least 24 hours before the appointment. This will give another student the chance to
use that timeslot to meet the Advisor.
4. You are expected to be punctual. If you are late to the appointment for more than
10 minutes, the appointment will be cancelled and you are required to make another
appointment again.
5. Meetings are only offered during term time.

SECTION 4 / FACULTY ACADEMIC ADVISING & MENTORING

5. Dr. Robert Neather, Translation Programme
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4.3 Mentoring Programme
You are strongly encouraged to attend at least one department/programme-based
Mentoring activity and meet with the Mentors in Year 1.
The Mentoring Programme aims to encourage quality interaction and close rapport
between students and faculty members beyond the classrooms. It also provides students
with a network for academic and social exploration.
Each department/programme (CHI, ENG, HMW, REL and TRAN) will organize one
Mentoring activity every semester. Mentoring activities can be a public lecture / talk,
seminar, or film screening, followed by a group discussion.

SECTION 5
MAJOR PROGRAMME ASSIGNMENT
EXERCISE
5.1 Selection Criteria for Major Programme Assignment Exercise 2017/18
Major Programme

Selection Formula

Minimum requirements

CHI

50% cGPA of Year 1 +
50% Interview Score

Nil

CPW

100% cGPA of Year 1

Nil

ENG

100% cGPA of Year 1

An average grade point of “3.0” in
University English I and II

HUM

100% cGPA of Year 1

Nil

REL

100% cGPA of Year 1

Nil

TRAN

100% cGPA of Year 1

An average grade point of “3.0” in
University English I and II

Details of the Mentoring activities will be sent to your BU email account. Please check
your BU email account regularly.
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(1) Your results in University Chinese and/or University English I and II        
(2) Your best result in a three-unit General Education course (excluding University
Chinese and University English I and II )
(3) Your best result in a three-unit non-GE course taken in Year 1
(4) Your programme preference
(5) Your overall study load in Year 1
*You do not need to have taken the Year 1 course offered by any Major in order to be
considered or be assigned to that Major.

5.3 Special considerations by Major programmes
Sum of scores of
CHI

University Chinese + University English I and II

CPW

University Chinese + University English I and II

ENG

University English I and II

HUM

University Chinese + University English I and II

REL

University English I and II

TRAN

University Chinese + University English I and II

SECTION 5 / MAJOR PROGRAMME ASSIGNMENT EXERCISE
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5.2 Other factors
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Intake
CHI

43

CPW

27

ENG

29

HUM

29

REL

15

TRAN

27

5.5 Priority to Select Major Programme of Study

SECTION 6
TIPS FOR CHOOSING A MAJOR
PROGRAMME
Consider your interests,
academic strengths,
abilities, skills and
career goals.

HKDSE students who obtain score of 25 or above and the Top 10% of JEE students will
have the priority to choose their preferred Major Programme on the condition that the
students maintain a cGPA of 3.0 in Year 1 of study and fulfil the specific Major programme
requirements. The application period will be the same as other students.

SECTION 5 / MAJOR PROGRAMME ASSIGNMENT EXERCISE

5.6 Timeline for the Major Programme Assignment Exercise
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February 2018

Briefing on Major Programme Assignment Exercise

Early March 2018

Students’ Declaration of Major preferences via BUniPort

Mid-June 2018

Release of Academic Results of Semester 2

Mid-June 2018

Students’ indication of Major preferences again via BUniPort

Late June to
Early July 2018

Release of Results of Major Programme Assignment Exercise

Find out the characteristics,
curriculum, internship and
exchange opportunities, career
prospects and other information
of Major programmes by
visiting the Faculty website
and department/programme
websites.

Take the Year 1 course(s)
offered by various Major
programmes to learn
more about the Majors.
Make an appointment with
the Academic Advisor
of your desired Major
programme to find out
more about that Major
programme of your desire.
Attend the Briefing on Major
Programme Assignment Exercise to
learn about the procedure, selection
criteria, quota of each programme,
statistics of the exercise in
previous years and special features
and requirements of each Major
programme.

Take note of the
special requirements
of some Major
programmes.

SECTION 6 / TIPS FOR CHOOSING A MAJOR PROGRAMME

5.4 Intake of Major programmes (2016 cohort)
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7.1 Chinese Language and Literature
The Programme is committed to providing students with thorough, professional training in
Chinese language, literature, and culture. Through acquiring knowledge of basic research
methods, problem-solving skills and critical thinking skills, students are not only able
to achieve their academic goals but also to build moral character and be enlightened
in various ways essential to their personal growth, such as the commitment to lifelong
learning and preparation for future careers. This serves the University’s common goal of
“Whole Person Education”, and empowers students to make a significant contribution to
both the local and international communities.

SECTION 7 / THE SIX MAJOR PROGRAMMES

In the four-year curriculum, students in CHI will take the following required courses:
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CHIL 2005

History of Classical Chinese Literature (Pre-Qin to the Five Dynasties)
中國文學史 ( 先秦至五代 )

CHIL 2006

Introduction to Literature 文學概論

CHIL 2007

Modern Chinese Grammar 現代漢語語法

CHIL 2015

Study Skills and Research Methodology 讀書指導

CHIL 2016

Chinese Etymology 中國文字學

7.2 Creative and Professional Writing
The Creative and Professional Writing Programme of the Hong Kong Baptist University is the
first UGC-funded undergraduate programme in Hong Kong tertiary institutions dedicated
to creative and professional writing learning in both Chinese and English languages. It
is committed to a distinctive mission of higher education in providing an interdisciplinary
and bilingual writing programme that develops and sustains the Role Statement of the
University that “Hong Kong Baptist University aspires to be a premier institution of higher
learning providing broad-based, creativity-inspiring education with distinctive contribution to
the advancement of knowledge through research and scholarship." Apart from cultivating
students to write in creative and professional fields, the Creative and Professional Writing
Programme also aims to nurture students’ academic potential, cultural dimensions and
sense of creativity, and to enhance their professional value.
The 60 Major units of the Programme consist of 42 units of Required Courses and 18
units of courses from the two Major Electives of English and Chinese writing. The Required
Courses provide fundamental learning in writing and concepts in aesthetics, theories and
ideas in creativity, and cultural differences, in order to enhance students’ intellectual cognition
and skills. Each of the two Major Electives consists of two Modules—one in creative writing
and one in professional writing. There are four Modules
altogether. Students are required to select at least one
course from each of the four Modules, so that they will
be trained both in Chinese writing and English writing,
and be skilled both in creative and professional writing.

CHIL 2017

Classical Chinese 古代漢語

CHIL 2025

History of Classical Chinese Literature (Song to Qing Dynasties)
中國文學史 ( 宋至清 )

CHIL 2026

Modern and Contemporary Chinese Literature (1917-present)
中國現當代文學 (1917 – 現在 )

WRIT 1005

Creativity: Theory and Practice

WRIT 2005

Biography Writing

WRIT 2006

Food, Wine and Travel Writing for Leisure Industry

WRIT 2007

Editing and Publishing

CHIL 3005

Chinese Phonology 漢語音韻學

CHIL 4005

Literary Criticism 文學批評

CHIL 4898-9

Honours Project (Research Paper/ Creative Writing)
畢業寫作（論文∕創作）

In the four-year curriculum, students in CPW will take
the following required courses:

WRIT 3007

Writing for New Media

Students are also required to take a total of
eight Major elective courses (24 units), of which

WRIT 4005

Cultural Differences and Creative Writing

WRIT 4006

Writing Internship

1)

at least three courses (9 units) must be in
Group A,

HUMN 3005

Artistic Creativity and Aesthetics Awareness

2)

at least two courses (6 units) in Group C,

HUMN 2015/WRIT 2015

Writing Seminar: Workshop in Creative Writing

3)

at least one course (3 units) in Group B,
and

HUMN 3016/WRIT 3006

Professional Writing Practicum: Essentials of the Craft of Writing

HUMN 4026/WRIT 4007

The Art of Creating Stories: Writing and Appreciation

at least one course (3 units) in Group D

HUMN 4027/WRIT 4015

The Double Face of Creativity: Fact and Fiction

WRIT 4898-9

Honours Project

4)

* Please refer to the Calendar/Bulletin 2017-2018 for details of courses offered in Groups A to D.

SECTION 7 / THE SIX MAJOR PROGRAMMES
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7.3 English Language and Literature

7.4

The English Major Programme provides students with

Founded in 1990, the Humanities Programme at HKBU is unique, being the first
undergraduate programme in Hong Kong dedicated to providing a broad liberal arts
education. Apart from training students to think critically, write logically and speak
confidently, the Humanities Programme also nurtures students' ability to solve problems,
to sympathize with humanity and to appreciate life, qualities which are indeed essential
for a successful career as well as a meaningful full life.

a rigorous disciplinary training in English language and linguistics, comparative
literature, and literatures written in English

•

comparative and cross-cultural perspectives on, or approaches to, English language
and linguistics, literary studies, and creative writing

•

useful critical and analytical tools when addressing issues related to language,
literature and culture in everyday life

SECTION 7 / THE SIX MAJOR PROGRAMMES

In the four-year curriculum, students in ENG will take the following required courses (36 units):
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Considering the Hong Kong context in the 21st century, the Humanities Programme
consists of three distinct characteristics:

Interdisciplinarity
All the Humanities required courses draw on diverse disciplines. These include art
criticism, language, literature, history, cultural studies, philosophy, and media studies.

ENGL 1005

English, Creativity, and Cultures

ENGL 2005

Introduction to the Study of Language

ENGL 2007

Literary and Comparative Studies

Bilingual Teaching and Learning

ENGL 2006

Language, Culture and Society OR

ENGL 2015

Literature and Culture

ENGL 2016

Sounds of English Around the World

ENGL 2017

Stepping Stones in English Grammar

ENGL 2025

The Art of Storytelling

Students will read, write and speak in
Chinese as well as English, developing
their skills in both languages. By doing so,
students will be able to respond to Hong
Kong's specific linguistic environment, as
well as engaging in more global context.

ENGL 2026

Argumentation and Persuasion

Cross-culturalism

ENGL 2027

Academic and Professional Writing

Our courses examine issues of cultures, values, diversity, difference and cosmopolitanism.

ENGL 3005

Research Skills in English Language and Literature

In the four-year curriculum, students in HUM will take the following Major required courses:

ENGL 4898-9

Honours Project
HUMN 1006

Introduction to the Humanities

In addition to the required courses stated
above, during their third and fourth years
students may use their Major electives
(24 units) to concentrate their study on a
focused area within their Major. They can
choose either a concentration in

HUMN 2006

Human Self-Discovery

HUMN 2007

Chinese and Western Modes of Thought

HUMN 3005

Artistic Creativity and Aesthetics Awareness

HUMN 3006

Great Works in the Humanities

HUMN 3007

Language and the Humanities

a) Literary and Comparative Studies OR

HUMN 3015

The Making of the Contemporary World

b) Language and Communication Studies.

HUMN 3065

Research Methods in the Humanities

Students may also choose a flexible concentration within the Major by accumulating
sufficient units leading to a General Studies concentration.

HUMN 4005

Asia Discourses

HUMN 4025

Cultural Studies

HUMN 4898-9

Honours Project

SECTION 7 / THE SIX MAJOR PROGRAMMES

•

Humanities
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7.5 Religion, Philosophy and Ethics

7.6

The current programme “B.A. (Hons) in Religious
Studies” (or RS in short) offered by the Department of
Religion and Philosophy will be re-titled and restructured
to an interdisciplinary programme - “B.A. (Hons) in Religion, Philosophy and Ethics” (or RPE
in short) with effect from academic year 2017/18. Students studying RPE programme will
be benefited from the writing, public presentation, and critical thinking skills learnt from the
programme, as well as close student-teacher relationship which is unique in our Department.

The HKBU Translation Programme is specifically designed to train bilingual and bicultural
communicators to operate in local and national markets in the 21st century. Since the
Programme started in 1990, our graduates have been making good use of what they
have learnt and have entered a wide range of rewarding careers.

First Ever RPE Programme in Asia for the World
The programme, specializing in three different but closely related disciplines of religion,
philosophy and ethics, is the first-of-its-kind not only in Hong Kong, but also in Asia. RPE
is a multidisciplinary programme and in fact one of the flourishing programmes in the
international trend in recent decades. Examples include the RPE programme in King’s
College London and University of Nottingham in UK.

Four Study Areas
Foundational courses covering key areas of religion, philosophy and ethics are covered in
second year. Starting from third to fourth years, students can choose major electives among
the four study areas, namely Philosophical Studies, Christian Studies and Comparative
Religion. The Interdisciplinary Study of Religion, as well as Ethics and Society. The multiple
foci of the programme would be able to cater for the diverse interests of students. Students
can choose to declare or not a concentration in one of the four study areas at the end of
their second year of study.

SECTION 7 / THE SIX MAJOR PROGRAMMES

A university education combined with professional training – We provide
professional translation training in a liberal arts and whole-person education environment;
we help students develop intellectual and critical skills as well as the ability to learn and relearn; and we help students train themselves to perform communicative tasks professionally
in bilingual/trilingual and bicultural settings.

Strong links with the professional world – The Programme has a longstanding and
extensive network of employer contacts from the translation and interpreting industries.
We invite guest lecturers from the professional world to share their experience, and we
encourage students to undertake commissioned jobs, in particular through the Translation
Workshop course, which models the work of a translation agency.

Placement – Students are required to take a compulsory credit-bearing work placement,
taken during one semester, in a project-based or hourly-based format. The work principally
involves translation but we also accommodate other areas of interest that need bilingual and
bicultural expertise, such as editing and PR work.

We emphasize nurturing students’ abilities in critical thinking, justifying arguments and
evaluating claims, which help to enhance their reasoning and analyzing skills. These are
transferable skills which are essential to many professions.

State-of-the-art translation and interpreting pedagogy – Students and teachers
learn together through a wide range of activities, including small-group discussion,
e-learning projects such as collaborative translation and online publishing, site visits to
explore translation and interpreting in the real world, and work on professional assignments.
Interpreting teaching takes place in our newly upgraded interpreting lab.

Value Analysis

Students in the TRAN Major will take the following required courses:

Critical Thinking

19

The Translation Programme has the following special features:

We emphasize the analysis of underlying moral values, social values, political values and
cultural values in current issues, which are diverse, complex and often in conflict with one
another.

Excellence in Liberal Studies
Our programme provides a channel for achieving the higher goals of Liberal Studies, namely,
(a) the cultivation of the ability to analyze complex human problems with intellectual rigor,
and (b) the cultivation of practical wisdom for moral reasoning and impartial value analysis.
In the four-year curriculum, students in RPE will take the following required courses:
RELI
RELI
RELI
RELI
RELI
RELI
RELI
RELI

1005
2015
2006
2027
2007
2035
2036
4898-9

Quest for Truth and Meaning
Approaches to the Study of Religion
Introduction to Christianity and Civilizations
Introduction to Chinese Philosophy and Religion
Problems of Philosophy
Introduction to Ethics
Social Scientific Study of Religion
Honours Project

TRAN 2005

Principles and Methods of Translation

TRAN 2006

Linguistics for Translators

TRAN 2007

Practical Translation

TRAN 3005

English for Translators I: Grammar, Structure and Style

TRAN 3006

Interpreting I

TRAN 3007

Culture and Translation

TRAN 3016

Professional Studies

TRAN 3025

Interpreting II

TRAN 4005

Theories and Philosophies I

TRAN 4006

Theories and Philosophies II

TRAN 4007

Appreciation, Criticism and Evaluation

TRAN 4037

Translation and Intercultural Studies

TRAN 4046

Placement Portfolio

TRAN 4898-9

Honours Project

SECTION 7 / THE SIX MAJOR PROGRAMMES

Unique features of the Religion, Philosophy and Ethics Major are as follows:

Translation
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SECTION 8
DOUBLE MAJOR PROGRAMMES

8.3		 Structure of Double Major Programmes
Home Major Required courses

30 units

Home Major Honours Project

6 units

Students who wish to pursue a Double Major are expected to achieve a cumulative GPA
of at least 3.0.

Second Major Required courses

30 units

Major Elective courses (*Note 1)

24 units

Students would declare a Double Major at the end of Year 3. Since it is not easy to meet
the requirements for two Majors, students are advised to take courses according to the
course lists and study schedules provided by the Faculty of Arts.

General Education courses

38 units

Free Electives (*Note 2)

6 units

Total

134 units

Before the start of Semester 1 of Year 2, the Dean’s Office will send an email to all Year
2 CHI, ENG and RPE students, asking them whether or not they have an inclination to
pursue a Double Major. Our Double Major Coordinators will give them advice on taking
Double Major.

Note 1: Major Elective courses refer to a list of courses mutually recognized by the two Majors.

8.1		 Double Major Programmes in the Faculty of Arts

The course lists and study schedules of the Double Major programmes can be downloaded from
the Faculty website: http://buarts.hkbu.edu.hk/arts334/en/content.php?page_id=36&menu_id=31

Note 2: Double Major students are required to take 6 additional units of free electives and complete a total of
134 units for graduation.

1. CHI as Home Major and ENG as Second Major
2. ENG as Home Major and CHI as Second Major
3. CHI as Home Major and RPE as Second Major
4

RPE as Home Major and CHI as Second Major

5. ENG as Home Major and RPE as Second Major

21

8.2		 Rationale of Double Major Programmes
•

To provide more choices for students

•

To provide in-depth studies in specific fields

•

To provide students with training in two fields

•

To develop students’ sophisticated, critical, analytical and interpretative skills through
in-depth studies in two fields

•

To enhance students’ job opportunities after graduation

SECTION 8 / DOUBLE MAJOR PROGRAMMES

SECTION 8 / DOUBLE MAJOR PROGRAMMES

6. RPE as Home Major and ENG as Second Major
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SECTION 9
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
1. Since all PE courses are full, I am not able to take PE courses in
Year 1. What can I do?
It would be fine as long as you are able to fulfil the graduation requirements
for PE courses before you graduate. We encourage you to take the two PE
courses by the end of Year 2 at the latest. Starting in Year 3, your study load
will become heavier, so you need to put more effort and time in studying your
Major courses.

4. If I have difficulties in choosing a Major, who can help me
and give me advice?
If you need additional information and advice concerning the choice of
courses, the selection of Majors, or other academic matters, you should
consult the Faculty Academic Advisors. You can make an appointment at
the Dean’s Office (email: artsug@hkbu.edu.hk or tel: 3411 5860) to meet
one of the Faculty Academic Advisors.
You may also seek advice from the Faculty Mentors or senior fellow
students.

2. Is it necessary for me to take the Year 1 course(s) offered by the
Major I intend to join in order to get into that Major?
No, it is not necessary to do so.

5. If I am assigned to a Major which I do not like, what can I do?

SECTION 9 / FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

3. If I want to take more than 18 units in a semester, what should I do?
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Please follow the procedure below:
1. Download the application form “Application for Excess Study Load for 4-Year
Curriculum Students (REG003A)” (Link: http://buar2.hkbu.edu.hk/curr/dl_area/).
2. Write your contact phone number on the application form. Submit it with your
Student Enrolment Record (downloaded in the BUniPort) to Ms. Scarlett Chan
of the Arts Faculty Dean’s Office (Address: W1100, 11/F, Oen Hall (West), Ho
Sin Hang Campus).
3. If your application is approved, the Dean’s Office will inform you to get back the
signed application form from the Dean's Office and submit it to the Academic
Registry (Address: Room 701, 7/F, Academic and Administration Building,
Baptist University Road Campus).
4. If your application is not approved, the Dean’s Office will inform you by phone.

The Major programmes of the Faculty of Arts are interrelated. Chinese
Language and Literature, English Language and Literature, Creative and
Professional Writing and Translation are all related to languages. Humanities
and Religion, Philosophy and Ethics are related to cultural studies and
philosophy. Creative and Professional Writing and Humanities are both offered
by the Department of Humanities and Creative Writing.
Students majoring in Chinese Language and Literature, English Language and
Literature, or Religion, Philosophy and Ethics may pursue a Double Major.
You can declare Double Major at the end of Year 3, provided that you have
taken sufficient credits and have confidence in fulfilling the Double Major
requirements in Year 4. Details can be found in Section 6.
To obtain knowledge of different disciplines, you may also pursue a Minor or
take courses offered by the Major you like using your Free Elective units.

SECTION 9 / FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Even if you are not assigned to your first choice, you can still acquire the
knowledge that you are interested in through various means.
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8. If I have declared a Second Major in Year 3, but I cannot
complete it before graduation, what should I do?

Double Major Programmes include any two Majors from
Chinese Language and Literature, English Language
and Literature, and Religion, Philosophy and Ethics.

7. How can I pursue a Double Major?
Step 1: Get into one of the following Majors at the end of Year 1:
a) Chinese Language and Literature,
b) English Language and Literature, or

SECTION 9 / FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

c) Religion, Philosophy and Ethics.
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Step 2: Take the required number of units according to
the Double Major course lists and study schedules
announced on the Faculty website.

As long as you have fulfilled the graduation requirements for the Home Major
(i.e., the Major assigned to you at the end of Year 1), you can still graduate
with a Single Major (Home Major) even if you cannot complete the Second
Major.

9. I plan to pursue a Double Major. However, I am not
able to enrol in the courses offered by the Second
Major, especially the Required courses, on the BUniPort
during the Pre-registration Period. These courses are
designated for students in that Major programme.
What can I do?
You are not able to enrol in these courses during the Pre-registration
Period. You have to fill in the application form “REG001 - Application
for Adding a Course” downloaded from the AR website during
the Add/Drop Period and submit it to the offering department for
approval.

Step 3: Maintain a cGPA of 3.0 or above and declare the
Double Major at the end of Year 3.
Step 4: Fulfil the graduation requirements for Double Major by
the end of Year 4.

Note: Please be reminded that only students who achieve a
cumulative GPA of at least 3.0 are allowed to declare Double
Major.

10. As an Arts Faculty student, am I only allowed to pursue a
Minor programme offered by the Faculty of Arts?
No. You can choose any Minor programmes offered by either the Faculty
of Arts or other faculties/schools/academy. There are more than 30 Minor
programmes in HKBU.

SECTION 9 / FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

6. Which Major programmes are included in
the Double Major Programmes?
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Date

Activity

4 Sept 2017

First Semester Classes Begin

4-16 Sept 2017

Add/Drop Period of Semester 1

5 Sept 2017

Convocation

4 Dec 2017

Last Day of Classes (Semester 1)

8-21 Dec 2017

Examination Period of Semester 1

15 Jan 2018

Second Semester Classes Begin

15-27 Jan 2018

Add/Drop Period of Semester 2

Early Mar 2018

Prioritize the Six Major Programmes

Late Mar-Early Apr 2018

Interview by CHI

28 Apr 2018

Last Day of Classes (Semester 2)

4-16 May 2018

Examination Period of Semester 2

Mid Jun 2018

Release of Academic Results of Semester 2

Mid Jun 2018

Indicate Your Major Programme Preferences again
via BUniPort

Late Jun to Early July 2018

Release of the Results of Major Programme
Assignment

SECTION 11
USEFUL INFORMATION
You may get information from or contact relevant offices if there are any enquiries on the
issues listed below:

Units

Issues

Academic
Registry

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Academic Calendar
Attendance
University Calendar/Bulletin
Change of study programme
Course exemption/Transfer of
units
Course registration and
withdrawal
Examinations and grades
Graduation and honours
classifications
Minor programmes
Units and study load

Contact information
http://ar.hkbu.edu.hk/
3411 7847
ar@hkbu.edu.hk
AAB701, Academic and
Administration Building

Office of
Student Affairs

Counselling &
Development
Centre

• Counselling services
• Peer Mentor Programme

http://sa.hkbu.edu.hk/cdc/
3411 7435
cdc@hkbu.edu.hk
WLB403, The Wing Lung
Bank Building for Business
Studies

Leadership
Qualities Centre

• Co-curricular learning (CCL)
(
ccl@hkbu.edu.hk)

http://sa.hkbu.edu.hk/lqc/
3411 7436

• Citizenship and Service
Leadership
(
lqc@hkbu.edu.hk)

WLB401, The Wing Lung
Bank Building for Business
Studies

SECTION 11 / USEFUL INFORMATION
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IMPORTANT DATES
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Units

Issues

Career Centre

• Career Mentorship Programme
• Global/Local Work Attachment
Opportunities
• Metropolitan Attachment
Programme
• Career counseling/advising
• Job opportunities

bucareer@hkbu.edu.hk

• Grants and loans
• Scholarships

http://sa.hkbu.edu.hk/sfa
3411 2307

Scholarships &
Financial Aid
Unit

Contact information
http://sa.hkbu.edu.hk/
career/

Units

Issues

Language
Centre

• Chinese Speaking & Writing
Enhancement Services
• English Speaking & Writing
Enhancement Services
• Putonghua Speaking
Enhancement Service
• Chinese supplementary
courses, English
supplementary courses,
Putonghua supplementary
courses, foreign languages
supplementary courses (Non
credit-bearing)

3411 7440
WLB402, The Wing Lung
Bank Building for Business
Studies

Contact information
http://lc.hkbu.edu.hk/
lc@hkbu.edu.hk
3411 7589
OEE1203, Oen Hall (East)

sfa@hkbu.edu.hk
WLB401, The Wing Lung
Bank Building for Business
Studies

Finance Office

• Payment of tuition fee

http://fohome.hkbu.edu.hk
fo@hkbu.edu.hk
3411 5123

Undergraduate
Halls

• Hall admission
• Hall life education

RRS 803, Sir Run Run Shaw
Building

http://sa.hkbu.edu.hk/sas
ughall@hkbu.edu.hk
3411 2602
Undergraduate Halls, 5
Baptist University Road

International
Office

• Student Exchange Programme
• Summer programmes

http://intl.hkbu.edu.hk/
exchange@hkbu.edu.hk
3411 2188
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• Guidance and Mentoring
Service
• Orientation and Training
• Social Networking

http://sa.hkbu.edu.hk/cdc/
mssu
mssunit@hkbu.edu.hk
3411 2328
WLB403, The Wing Lung
Bank Building for Business
Studies

General
Education
Office

• General Education courses and
requirements
• University Life

http://ge.hkbu.edu.hk/
ge@hkbu.edu.hk
3411 2012
AAB805, Academic and
Administration Building

AAB 703, Academic &
Administration Building
SECTION 11 / USEFUL INFORMATION
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Mainland
Student
Services Unit
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SECTION 12
DIRECTORY OF DEPARTMENTS/
PROGRAMMES

SECTION 13
CAMPUS BUILDING CODES
For location of buildings, please refer to the location map at the back of this page. The
following shows the building codes for your easy reference:

The contact information of individual departments/programmes is as follows:

Ho Sin Hang Campus
Departments/Programmes
Department of Chinese Language and
Literature

Contact information
http://chi.hkbu.edu.hk/
chi@hkbu.edu.hk
3411 7155
OEE1104, Oen Hall (East)

Department of English Language and
Literature

http://eng.hkbu.edu.hk/
eng@hkbu.edu.hk
3411 7171
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Department of Humanities and Creative
Writing

http://hmw.hkbu.edu.hk/
hmw@hkbu.edu.hk(HUM) /
cpw@hkbu.edu.hk(CPW)

Building

ASH

Au Shue Hung Building

CEC

Christian Education Centre

FSC

Fong Shu Chuen Library

LMC

Lui Ming Choi Centre

LT

Cha Chi-ming Science Tower

OEE

Oen Hall Building, East Wing

OEM

Oen Hall Building, Main Building

OEW

Oen Hall Building, West Wing

RRS

Sir Run Run Shaw Building

SCT

Cha Chi-ming Science Tower

STB

Sing Tao Building

WHS

Wai Hang Sports Centre

YSS

Yeung Shui Sang Building

3411 7192
RRS603, Sir Run Run Shaw Building
Department of Religion and Philosophy

Shaw Campus
Code

Building

http://rel.hkbu.edu.hk/

JSC

Joint Sports Centre

rel@hkbu.edu.hk

SCC

Madam Kwok Chung Bo Fun Sports and Cultural Centre

3411 7280 / 3411 7822

WLB

The Wing Lung Bank Building for Business Studies

CEC1001, Christian Education Centre

Baptist University Road Campus
Translation Programme

Code

Building

trans@hkbu.edu.hk

AAB

Academic and Administration Building

3411 7205

ACC

Jockey Club Academic Community Centre

CVA

Communication and Visual Arts Building

RRB

Renfrew Road Building

SCM

Jockey Club School of Chinese Medicine Building

http://tran.hkbu.edu.hk/

		OEM1010, Oen Hall (Main Building)
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OEW1115, Oen Hall (West)

Code
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